Sir,

Cell separators are provided with sensitive leak detectors to give audiovisual alarms in case of leakage during apheresis procedures. Here, we report two plateletpheresis procedures where the system failed to detect the same in time.

We report our experience of two plateletpheresis procedures on cell separator Trima Accel, where leakage alarm appeared at platelet collection of 2.5 × 10^11^ and 1.8 × 10^11^ yield against a target of 6 × 10^11^, processing 1,758 ml volume of blood in first procedure and 1,023 ml volume of blood in second procedure at a flow rate of 120 ml/min. Both procedures were terminated without rinse back. The procedures were performed during routine hours. Alarm appeared after 35 min in first and 28 min in second procedure, installation and priming of the kits were uneventful. On opening the centrifuge door, blood was seen spilled all over the sensor and centrifuge compartment as shown in [Figure 1](#F1){ref-type="fig"}. Leakage was noticed from the channel at the point shown in Figures [2](#F2){ref-type="fig"} and [3](#F3){ref-type="fig"}. Both the kits were of the same lot no. and expiry date (04U2117 and 01/04/2014, respectively) and more than 40 kits of the same lot were used during that period. Kits were installed by two different trained and experienced persons. No kinks were noticed in tubing during the kit installation. Details of the events were communicated to the manufacturer/distributor to look into the transport and storage conditions during shipping of the kits.
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Trima Accel cell separator is provided with a fluid leak detector in the form of a strip of moisture-sensitive material running down the center of the back wall and floor of the centrifuge chamber which senses even 0.5 ml leakage in the centrifuge compartment\[[@ref1]\] and an audio-visual alarm is generated either during priming or initial stage of the procedure if kit ruptures at the level of multilumen tubing as it leads to prompt filling of fluid in centrifuge compartment. But in our procedures, leakage was from the upper end of channel, and the possible explanations for the delay of alarm could be either because of small size of leakage leading to delayed reach of moisture to the sensor or leakage itself may have appeared late in the procedures and operator did not record any decrease in pressure in the return line before the alarm was raised by the cell separator. As procedure was terminated without rinse back, donor was suggested not to donate for next 3 months.\[[@ref2]\] However, there is need for improved alarm detection system for improved quality of the product and donor safety.
